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Political Truths, Sc. 


DEAR SIR, 


HEN I firſt began to make en- 
2 W 2 quiries into the buſineſs of the world, 
N I found myſelf like an infant juſt 
ſtepped into it. I ſtarted at every thing 
which I ſaw, and ſtared with eager aſtoniſn- 
ment at the many new and extraordinary 
objects, which were every day riſing to my 
view; but as I grew more 1n years, I was 
leſs liable to ſurprize ; at length inured by 
experience every thing appeared familiar, 
and I looked both upon mankind and their 
actions with the paſling eye of indifference, 
and reconciled to myſelf the ſtrange variety 
of monſters which the forgetfulneſs or ini- 
* of the times created. 


So by deſpiſing the ungrateful and pro- 
feſſed enemies of my country, I vanquiſhed 
that unprofitable impatiencc which happily 
A checked 
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checked the convulſive emotion the tur- 
bulency of the mind, which a premature 
anger naturally produces. I now receive 
things juſt as they are, and run through the 
lucubrations of neglected envy with the care- 
leſſneſs which every ſincere Engliſhman muft 
think they deſerve. | 


But I muſt confeſs, your letter, which now | 
lies before me, ruffled the calm of my ſerene 
ſyſtem, by awakening in me that early ſur- 
prize, I have been now mentioning; for it ap- 
pears moſt amazing to me, that anygentleman 
in any country, at what diſtance ſoever ſhould 
affect (for I muſt call it affectation) to be 
1gnorant of the univerſal murmur which is 
_ waſted by every breath, and is heard in every 
corner of this metropolis, and more eſpe- 
cially at a time when this political contagion 
ſeems to reign in every city and corporated 
town in his Majeſty's Britiſh Dominions, 
whoſe independant chiefs, well ſkill'd in the 
Materia Medica of politics, are adminiſtring the 
balm of freedom to the champions of liberty, 
and with great perſpicuity and judgment, 
(like our Ludgate-hill licenciate) ornament 
the pill with gold to make it acceptable ; and 

not 
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ject; it is the opinion of many, that theſe 


| Hot to be too merry upon a ſerious ſub- | 


ingenious refiners, intend to extract the 


metal from the groſſer particles, aud conſo- 
lidate the whole into one lumpy maſs, to 
portion out younger children; and by a ſa- 
cred union with the worthy alderman, re- 
turn his generoſity for having firſt preſcrib'd 


this univerſal panacea. Thoſe who pretend to 


more phyſical knowledge than I, fay, that 
the operative faculties of this Aurum Palpa- 


bile, muſt be aſſiſted by the ſecret power of 


ſympathy, which is to inſinuate itſelf into 


the pores of relax d loyalty, by inviſible rays, 


darting from its collective body, which be- 
ing precipitated, will blaze out with ſuch fe- 
rocity, that even the antidote of immaculate 
affection, will not be able to extinguiſh the 


malignant flame ;—but it is the private opi- 


nion of many, whoſe judgment and integri- 


ty may be relied on; that thoſe gentlemen 


are miſtaken in the proceſs, for this applica- 


tive doze will prove too weak for the ſtrength 


of our conſtitution, the fermentation indeed, 


has ſo far ſucceeded here, that I can aſſure 


you with truth, every itinerant ſhoe-black, 
embolden'd by his birth-right, like an un- 
„ think- 
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thinking prodigal, grows licentious by the 
inheritance, and whilſt he is exerciſing his 
ſable vocation, ſuſpends the long accuſtomed 
practice of blaſting his own eyes, to arrogate 
the privilege of damningthe miniſter's; there- 
fore, I concluded, that the ruſticated ſons of 
lalour, infected with the fame diſeaſe, quit- 
ted their healthſul toil, to attend the cry of 
politics, —that their long vacated heads, were 
tenanted with the incumbrance of thought, 

.and inſtead of whiſtling to deceive the tedi- 
ous hours, drag about their aukward un- 
weildy bodies, growling at their honoura- 
ble repreſentatives for oppreſſing induſtry, 
by concurring with the lucrative meaſures 
of corrupted greatneſs to tax domeſtic com- 
modities. 


Or is your pretence to ignorance a vain 
inſinuation, that virtue (the univerſal harmo- 
niſt) neglected by the public world, fought 
an aſylum in your retreat. —Or muſt we ſup- 
poſe that you loll in indolence, and not ſuf- 
fer yourſelf to liſten to the uproar of fac- 
tion, or by ſpeculation read the tacit com- 
plaints of your neighbours, by covering on 

their 


FE -- 
their contracted brow, the viſible intrench- | 


ments of concealed uneaſineſs. 


However, as you ſeem deſirous to be in- 
formed, I will be obedient to your wiſh,— 
and as it is plainly perceived, from whence 
our diſorders ariſe, I will endeavour to avoid 


the unpardonable error, ſo differing from 


moſt of my ſplenetic countrymen. I do not 
pretend with conceited knowledge to aſcer- 
tain matters poſitively as they are, but only 


as they appear to be, and leave candour and 


humanity to judge from the compariſon :— 


For when 1 contemplate the plurality of li- 


terary champions, who daily impoſe them- 
ſelves upon the world, as the aſſertors of li- 


| berty, and protectors of our rights and pro- 


perties,—when I conſider unprejudiced, the 
deplorable lamentations,—the embittered in- 
vectives, and the impaſſioned charges, which 
theſe brawlers of patriotiſm publiſh againſt 
every great man indiſcriminately, who 
does not immediately coincide with the 
meaſures propoſed by thoſe, they call their 
party. I conclude that the melancholy ſea- 
ſon is come, when the warm gales of en- 


thuſiaſtic zeal, have unfolded the bud of de- 


traction 
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ſtraction, whoſe fallacious ſhade, expands it- 
ſelf over the eye of reaſon, and totally ſe- 
cludes the dawn of truth. 


Thus our theoriſts in politics, who bor- 
row their intelligence upon the credit of theſe 
trading patriots, and only judge from what 
they read, muſt have but a confuſed, di- 
tracted idea of the ſituation of our affairs, as 
they conſequently appear to them in this 
mirror of falſhood ; for the hircling ſcribler, 
prompted by penury, writes as his particu- 
lar intereſt directs; upon which principle, he 
diſregards truth, as an unfaſhionable com- 
modity.—Slander is the profitable theme, and 
our well-known friend, the doctor, has luc- 
kily hit the market, which has encouraged 
him to deal largely in that fort of manufacture. 
Thus the preſs which was intended as the 
Elixir Proprietatis to our political conſtitu- 
tion, has loſt its balmy property ; for being 
injudiciouſly applied by our quack politicians, 
the effect proves unſalutary, and inſtead of 
cementing and healing the apertures of the 

corrupted ſtate, it inflames and opens the 
wound, almoſt beyond the power of remedy 
to recover. Be 


For 
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For my part, I am not fo ſanguine to be- 
lieve that every great man is a rogue, nei- 
ther will I pretend to urge, that nobility im- 
plies integrity, for I have too much reaſon 
to be aſſured, that we have too many Right 
Honourable Scoundrels, whoſe lowly prac- 
tices degrade the dignity which accident be- 
ſtowed upon them, and give a ſanction to 
every predacious raſcal to plunder under the 
countenance of faſhion, and ſtrut with au- 
dacious confidence in the ſphere of more 
exalted villainy. Public vices are public ca- 
lamities, which being cheriſhed by the ray 
of dignity, ſpread their baleful ſhade and ob- 
ſtruct the growth of virtue. 


Something every day occurs to verify this 
obſervation, therefore every one muſt ſee, 
how needful it is to root out from ſociety 
ſuch growing evils, which bloom into come- 
lineſs, and like the tree of Eden, bears the 
allyring fruit of inevitable deſtruction. It is 
a taſk becoming the greateſt genius, but for 
what reaſon I know not; the men of genius 
in this age bluſh at the undertaking, and leave 
this important buſineſs to an incompetent and 

unge- 


12 
ungenerous pen, Whole inventive faculties 
are as boundleſs as his appetite, fur ſcandal is 
inſatiable; and though public tranquillity 
calls upon us to correct public iniquities, yet 
humanity and good ſenſe check us in the 
execution, and dictate to us to ſpare the in- 
dividual ; for the wretch who can wantonly 
proſtitute his talent to gratify the darling paſ- 
ſion of perſonal abuſe, muſt be loſt to all ſo- 
ciety, abſent to every ſenſe of honour and 
benevolence. Perſonal invectives are the 


weeds of an unfertile brain, and only applied, 


when the bloom of eloquence is wanting.— 
For my part I would recommend civility in 
public exhibitions :—I would point out the 
error, without expoſing the perſon: I would 
modeſtly attempt to adviſe, not arrogantly 
preſume to correct. 


There are proper places, and people pro- 
perly appointed to prune the excreſcences of 


- miniſterial power ;—men entruſted with the 


diſpoſition of national affairs are too great and 
too ſublime for every little gentleman to trifle | 
with :—it is a difagreeable and ſhocking cir- 
cumſtance, that the preſs may be accepted in 
the moſt barbarous ſenſe, it is the ſame in the 
3 republic 
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republic of letters, as the inquiſition in the 
the kingdom of Portugal, — it implies tor- 
ture, — envy imagines a criminal ;— upon 
which he is immediately arreſted, and de- 
livered up to be cruelly tortured by the inqui- 
ſitors of the literati.— But to leave man- 
kind to themſelves; I now offer to your pe- 
ruſal, my abſtracted obſervations upon this 
engaging buſineſs. 


I conſider ourſelves but in the * ot 
politics, and that our choſen chiefs like tru- 
ant ſchool-boys, trifle away their time in 
contempt of future emolument;—a lethargy 
of thought has ſeiz d them, and lull'd them 
into a forgetfulneſs of their own glory, and 
the public good; and altho' they are daily 
tumultuated with the groans of imaginary op- 
preſſion, ſtill they perſiſt regardleſs of the 
conſequence; for a ſerious attention is an em- 
ployment too heavy for their lighter enjoy- 
ments, and like an evening taſk, is delayed 
to the laſt moment, till the fear of correc- 
tion hurries them to an impatient application, 
ſo that buſineſs is but half finiſhed, and that 
in a ſlovenly manner. 


But to anſwer your very material queſtion, 
What is become of the many millions 


B © raiſed 
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© raiſed for the ſupport of our credit both at 
* home and abroad, gives me a favourable 
opportunity to illuſtrate my ſimile, by tell- 
ing you that theſe puerile ſtateſmen ſport 
away their own fortunes at chuck-farthing, 
or ſome other more trivial game, which our 
good friend Mr, A— can teſtify ; and (not 
to be too ſevere) when they have loſt (ſup- 


poſe only) their own, their pay muſt be 
ſupported. 


I am too much afraid this ſort of levity in 


grave men, approaches too near the borders 
of eſtabliſhed vice, and carrics with it the 


appearance of libertiniſm : it is upon this 
conſideration I take the liberty of renewing 
an old melancholy tale, grown tedious by 
ſrequent repetitions ; and though my natural 
diſpoſition inclines me to through a veil over 
the unfortunate; yet the fame tenderneſs 
which prompts me to that charitable office, 
urges me to reſcue from the memory of 
ſlander, a character which perhaps does not 
deſerve to be recorded in fo foul a volume, 
and at the ſame time endeavour to prevent 


the blood of loyalty from mingling with the 
traytor's. 


I fear 
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I fear the unhappy admiral fell a facrifice 
to ſportive avarice ; for theſe devotees to fro- 
lick, ſtrangers to friendſhip, during the in- 
termiſſion of ſeven's the main, ſubſtitute fate, 
as the machine to determine any fortuitous 
event; therefore when thoſe men who have 
power to fave or deſtroy, turn their influence 
trom humanity to anſwer ſordid purpoſes, 
whatmuſt the unfortunate expect. For ſhew 
me the gameſter, abandoned by all ſenſation, 


that would not forfeit his friend's life, rather 
than by loſing a bett, forfeit the character 
of a compleat ſportſman?— And we know 


great ſums were depending upon the execu- 
tion of this gentleman; therefore it is no 


wonder he loſt his life, when the principal 


agent won an eſtate.—-Diſcarded equity en- 


forced the bloody determination, and who 


can diſpute the juſtice of his ſentence ? 


We are at this time in an odd whimſical 
ſituation, we are a body without limbs, which 
accounts for our moving ſo flow, and ſuffer- 
ing the enemy to anticipate our ſchemes, be- 
fore we venture upon the enterprize :—ſince 
our laſt miniſtry were diſcharged, no one has 

B 2 - an 


been raſh or weak enough to accept the ap- 
pointment.— Undoubtedly, we have many 
worthy men amongſt us, who are ſufficient- 
ly qualified for this important undertaking ; 
but a ſenſible modeſty keeps them from the 
attempt ; for admitting a man has a capacity 
to guide the reins of government with ju- 
ſtice and fidelity, there is ſtill a fort of genius 
wanting to gratify the many headed monſter : 
for the people of England are ſuch incon- 
ſtant* proſtitutes, that they will even forego 
their plighted allegiance to * kiſs the lips of 
unacquainted change, — and though an 
inward plaudit relieves an upright mini- 
{ter from the agony of ſelf- conviction, ſtill 
there is a reſtleſs ſomething, which in ſpight 
of that ſecret reconciliation, acts inſeparably 
with public diſcontent and uneaſineſs. 


A good miniſter, like a good ſteward, with 
care and aſſiduity improves the political farm 
entruſted to his management, and induſtri- 
ouſly cultivates the field of public intereſt, — 
he employs his thoughts to his maſter's ad- 
vantage as well as his own, and every plan 
his judgment ſuggeſts, is corrected by his in- 
tegrity,—his honeſt endeavours are equally | 

active 
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active for the emolument of his maſter, as for 


the advancement of the public good; he 
never ſeparates the one from the other, but 


labours indiſcriminately for the intereſt of 
both, —he never ſuffers his maſter's eſtate to 
be impoveriſhed, and his revenue leſſened, by 


the expenſive purchaſe of nominal aſſiſtance, 


but employs only ſuch whoſe virtue, capacity 
and induſtry recommend them to his ſervice; 
—he keeps up, and ſupports a domeſtic inte- 
reſt, by giving employment to only thoſe of 
his own country, and never invites diſtant 
people, but when abſolute neceſſity calls loud 
for their affiſtance ;—fortunate, very fortu- 

nate is that maſter, who in thele degenerate 

days can boaſt of ſuch a ſervant.—He finds 
his revenues increaſe, —his tenants ſatisfied 
with their rent, and happy under the influ- 
ence of ſuch an open undiſguiſed admini- 


ſtration. Thus bleſſed in the opinion of his 


people, he may always ſleep in ſecurity, and 


when infidelity made bold by vain imaginary 


ſtrength, violates the laws of hofj pitality 
and good fellowſhip, and intrudes itſelf upon 


the property of their benevolent lord, ani- 
mated with the ſame reſentments, they chear- 


fully concur with every n neceſſary 
to 


TC 


to protect their common parent and friend, 
and generouſly contribute all in their power 
to repell the impudent invader :—for as their 
felicity in this world is owing to his placid 
and mild government, they think it their 
particular duty to be always ready to offer 
their affiſtance to preſerve his right, that he 
may enjoy a particular proportion of that 
happineſs which his benevolence and genero- 
ſity transfer to them. —Gratitude is their ad- 
vocate, and recommends them to obedience. 


The ſcene chan ges ;—enter Caius Scribo- 
nius, a ſubtle ſenator, who like ſome prin- 
cipal actors in the ordinary theatre, attempts 
the greateſt part in the moſt intereſting per- 
formance ; and from vanity and ſelf-conceit, 
or for ſome other latent purpoſe wanders 
from the character he is to repreſent :—by a 
wilful diſobedience to the dictates of nature, 
like them too, launches out into boundleſs 

improprieties —If we may anticipate events 
from appearance, his ſolemn clouded brow 
ſeems the prelude to a long premeditated 
tragedy, - planned by avarice,—executed by 
treachery, —He rehearſes the intrigue of the 
| plot 
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plot in a ſoliloquy every morning, but refers 


the cataſtrophe to a darker ſeaſon. 


I will give you a ſketch of this performer, 
and then form an opinion by the contraſt, 


with this tender caution, not to ſuffer the 


miſt of prejudice to dim the eye of ſpecula- 


tion, or chill the ſenſation of humanity. 


As the good ſteward exerts his talents, and 
extends his views to the honour of his maſter, 
and credit to himſelf, fo the bad one coun- 
teracts his maſter's intereſt, by a ſteady ad- 


heſive application to his own.—He, on the 


cContrary makes ſelf· opulence the ſubject of 


his contemplations, and with ſerious devo- 
tion offers his maſter a ſacrifice to the ſhrine 
of ſordid intereſt. His ſeparate vices termi- 
nate in the augmentation of his accumulated 

wealth. He employs ſtrangers, under a va- 
orant pretence of defending his maſter, in 


_ contempt of his own tenants, his natural 
ſtrength, whom he opprefles with heavy 
| fines and impoſitions to ſupport theſe aliens in 


their luxury here, or to confound any en- 
quiry that may be made after the great ſums. 
expended to little Po + and if he finds 

them 
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them refractory to theſe exorbitant meaſures, 
he reports them to his lord as diſobedient and 
diſaffected: — thus traduced by the wilely 
tongue of falſhood, the beſt of maſters is 
taught to ſuſpect the beſt of ſervants. —His 
affection cools, and they grow languid in their 
duty : perſuaſive love has loſt its ſweeteſt ac- 
cent, and ſubſtituted ſeverity uplifts its iron 
rod to compel them to their neceſſary bu- 
ſineſs. This indefatigable miniſter never 
reſts till he has inſinuated himſelf into the 
very heart of his yielding maſter, and then 
like the devouring inſect he riots in his de- 
ſtruction. 


If by any unlucky chance, our political 
proſpect ſhould bear any reſemblance to this 
dreary picture. If our Royal Maſter, deluded 
by falſe impreſſions, ſhould be inclined to 
doubt the fidelity of his ſubjects, I would 
recommend them to appear before him with 
- modeſt reſolution, entreat him with all hu- 
mility to baniſh from his royal preſence the 

the wicked counſellor ;—convince him with 
ingenuous truth, that his confidence is moſt 
ungratefully abuſed. When theſe things are 
repreſented with candour and politeneſs, the 
cauſe 


"Tv 
Cauſe of your diſcontentsand uneaſineſs will be 
removed, and the angry effects inſtantly ceaſe. 


When this happens the pleaſing alternative 
will appear ;—the ray of hope will light us 


to great expectations; — diſintereſted love 


will a& in ſupport of liberty, and defend 
with manly fortitude our injured ſovereign. 


Or as I have mentioned before, there is a 
proper place and people properly appointed 
to prune the excreſſences of miniſterial arro- 
gance, in that awful aſſemblage of choſen chiefs. 
Let virtue impeach the ſycophant; let his 
actions be enquired into, and his iniquities 
unveiled to the public eye Bur alas! penſions 
and places are flattering conſiderations, and 
patriotiſm 1 is a ſaleable commodity, which be- 
ing monopolized by a few, is preſerved to 
anſwer occaſional puryolſs, and retailed out 
at exorbitant prices, when neceſſity bids high 
for the purchaſe.— But as trade is the genius 


of our country, Who can be blamed for his 
induſtry. 


T adore that ſpirit of patriotiſm which ſeems 


0 glow in the breaſt of Mr. P—, but muſt 


own my diſpleaſure at all determined reſolu- 
tions, raifing a general clamour, to carry par- 
C ticular 
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ticular points with no other view but to light 
the precarious blaze of popularity.—Por it is 
my unalterable opinion, that he is equally cul- 
pable who upon anti-miniiterial principles 


wilfully oppoſes a good ſcheme, as he who 
defends a bad one. 


I would chearfully comply with your ear- 
neſt ſollicitations, and gratify your curioſity 
in every minute particular, —but I am inade- 
quate to the mighty taſk ; I would tranſmit 
you the plan, by which our miniſterial de- 
puties, or ſubſtituted agents, are to regulate 
their conduct in the management of our public 
affairs; but indeed my conception is too weak 
and too confined to comprehend our political 
myſteries, and however abſurd and ridiculous 
it may appear to you, it is an evident truth, 
—an uncontradicted axiom, that every pub- 
lic tranſaction, is kept private by palpable, 
undiſguiſed contradictions For example, 
a certain great man with tumid eloquence, 
frightens the world with his lonely fears of a 
foreign invaſion ; —proteſting with vehe- 
mence, that our military ſtrength was too 
weak to protect us againſt ſuch a formida- 
ble attempt, and with equal warmth, de- 
clared, it was abſolutely neceſſary to import 


foreign troops, to confound their enterprize. 
The 


which this daily retailer? 
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The hirelings came, and who can with im- 
partial truth aſſert, that it was either right or 
wrong.—But mark what followed: this fame 


gentlemam, who was ſo fanguine to invigo- 


rate, was equally violent to unherve and 
weaken our natural ſtrength, by propoſing to 
ſend out of the kingdom fix thouſand of our 
choſen troops, even in the midſt of peril. 
—And who can reconcile ſuch incongrui- 
ties; every great man in the ſtate has a fa- 


vourite ſyſtem, which he ſupports with the 


ſame degree of conſtancy, as he maintains a 
favourite miſtreſs, till a different ohject ar- 


_ reſts. his attention. — The novelty plea- 


ſes, and diverts him from his former engage- 


ment, and your negative members, the Scotia 


of the ſenate, follow the tract of their pa- 
tron, and always move in the tide of pen- 
fionary preferments.— Thus every mandator 


= ſeparate riddle, .and their coadjutors are 


ſo many circumſtantial oddities to intricate 


the puzzle. 


A paper was _ into my hands the other 
day, wherein I faw an odd jumble of names, 
news ſeem'd to 
aſſure the public, webe 8 Kl up the preſent 

8 vacan- 
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racancies. The hare ſuppoſition awaked my 
anger, that the firſt man in the 
ſhould be an abandoned diſciple of Ignatius 
the jeſuit, who from a diſregard. to religion 
dropt it, and became an apoſtate to avoid the 
ſevere diſcipline of his original faith —As hu- 
manity is a moral ſenſation, it ceas d with 

his moral duty, for very lately, this noble 
peer, in the agony of pride, attempted to vio- 
late the aſhes of his fiſter, and endeayoured 
to corrupt a worthy clergyman, by a profu- 
fon of great promiſes, to aſſiſt him in tear- 
ing from. the tomb, a modeſt tribute grate- 

fully paid to the memory of departed virtue. 
But the parſon diſdained the plebean ſpirit of 
the peer.— An abhorrence to ſuch unnatural 
characters forces ve from myſelf, 2 


me to my own cenſure. 


Mu letter viſits you, with the fame eaſy 
indifference as my perſon, for I affect not 
the formal modes and ceremonies of the 
times, my greateſt pleaſure is feeling, that I 
am a friend to mankind and my country, — 
and publiſhing myſelf unfeignedly yours, 


@ — 


Be dS 


